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That's right, it is not.
So that is why he married? A That is right.

A
o
1} Then he explained it to the bishops afterwards, "Look,
I am married but there is no law against it*"?
9 In essence you are true, yes.
0 Kind of crudely put. A He told them he was
married., Whether he cited that or not I do not recall. I
can look into it and see if he cited iﬁ.
Q Of your own knowledge, Mr. Kelaita, are you familiar
with the constitution or if there is such a thing, or bylaws,
especially in the United States here of the A.U.A.?
A I have never been a member of A.U.A. and I want to
emphasize, sir, one point, that I do not as of the --

MR; PESTARINO: I'm sorry.

MR. ROBINSON: You didn't have to emphasize it that

strongly.

Y

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

THEE COURT: Let the record show that the window blew
shut.

THE WITNESS: I do not condemn categorically Assyrian
Universal Alliance. There is certain things about it that I/
as a free person living in this country, do not approve. I
don't go about talking to people and doing a lot of noise
about it., I got nothing to do with them, As far as I am
concerned they can do whatevar they want. To my estimation

they are doing wrong, whatever they are doing.
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Q (By Mr. Pestarino) fhnd they feel that they are doing
right? A 6£ course they do.
Qo And you are not familiar with their constitution or
bylaws as to what‘they believe in, what they hope to obtain,
or how they hope to attain it? A I know what they
want to obtain, and I can tell you what they want to attain
through, what.
0 Please tell nme. A May I have the letter that you
have? Or it is here. )
Q Can you tell me in a word or two without reading the
letter? A I am not going to read you a long letter.
If you permit I would like to show you this picture, this
picture is of the Patriarch Mar Youkhannan (sic) which is
the 21st Patriarch of the Church of the East and ié an uncle
of the late Patxiaréh.
o Fine. A There was an article in the Assyrian
Star, July, 1972, about the Patriarch, and under disguise of
this article the following statement was made, and I will
read it to you from the Assyrian Star. It says, "An ungodly
nation," referring to the people in the Middle Rast,
to the governments of the Middle East, the Iglam,:“An ungodly
nation still remains like an unbroken wreck in the
glant body of the wild beast of Islam while a
Christian nation of numberless martyrs barely
retains its national existence. There is but one

solution, and only one, it is not the present
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possession that counts but rather the everlasting
armies of thé redaemed gmthéred and prepared for the
glorious and certainly not distant day when the
rightful owner of the earth shall descend with his
saints to challenge the authority of Satan, bind the
great enemy of Cod and mankind and transform a
vparadiae lost into paradise regained."

Q Sounds like Milton. A Sounds very poetic. And

very damaging. And here we have a group of probably no more

than half a million people living in the middle of Islam,

and here from the sanctuary of the United States these people

are writing these things.

Q let me ask you this, Christians, people from the Church

of the Eaat‘are still being persecuted in some of.the Middle

Eastern countries, aren't they? .. A i an not aware of

that word “"persecuted” in a true sense of it, no, I would not

say now, but under close observation I would say.

Q For instance, in lLebanon now isn't the fighting between

the Christians\and the Moslems? A No, sir.

Q No? A This is a very, very bad mistake thanks to

our papers in this country.

Q Okay. A The fight in Lebanon is between the haves

and non-haves, the people who have and the people who don't

have. Now, we constantly seem to hear in this country that

the Moslems and the Christians are fighting. But if you

look at the picture as h whole you will see that there are
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Moslems and Christians oﬁ one side, Maybe, although nmaybe
in numbers they are not equal that are fighting the Moélems
and Christians oh the other side. It is more a political
question than a religious question.

Q And let me ask you this, Mr., Kelaita, there are under-
privileged people in the Middle East that are members of the
Church of the East, the Assyrians, aren't they?

A Bure. -

0 And they are struggling, aren't they?

A That's right. |

Q Wh&t leadexrship do thay have? A Right now?

Q Well, at the time the Patriarch was alive.

A The 1eadership that they had, the Patriarch unfortunately
had to live in this country, although he was requésted many
times by Iragis government, by Iranian government to move and
live there, but he wanted to play a neutral role and live in
the United States and keep them quiet.,

o I understand that. But who fought for them politically?
A At what point in time, sir?

Q From the time that the Patriarch lived in the United
States and wanted to live peacefully, who fought for the
Assyrians in the Middle East? A There were no fights
afﬁer 1933.

0 Excuse me. I don't mean fights in the sense of doing
battle or combat. I mean who was their leader?

A The Patriarch.
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Q And what did he do éar them? A He could not do
much here, after all, we must remember the Patriarch daid not
have an army to go there. ?ha Patriarch could only work
through pexsuasioh, through meetings. He had a meeting
with the Shah of Iran in 1948 when he came here, it was their
firat meeting, in New York. After that the relations between
the Iranian and our people in Iran bacame very well.
Eventually he met with the Lebanese authorities. He met with
the Syrian authorities and lastly he met with the Iragian
authorities and everything was very, very peaceful between
our people and the governments in the Middle East.

Q So your people in the Middle East didn't need a leader
then? The Patriarch was their leader? A Yes.

Q2 And he would communicate with the heads of states in the
Middle East? A Yes, sir.

0 And things would be all right for them?

A Well, at least that was the purpose, yes,

v Well, did anybody represent your people in the Middle:
East personally by being over there, by talking to the heads
of government, by being in congress, or whatever?

A Ro. You see, each country in the Middle East has a
minority. There, our people, our people are like any other
minority, and they have certain countriés they may even have
one or two representative in congress of that country, or
Ma-dres (phonetic spelling), whatever they call it, and they
are the subjects of th&t country. They abide by the laws of
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that conhtry. They do not go and represent a Patriarch who
is a non-citizen of that country and spéak for him. That
would be out of line completely.
o What did General Malek Ismail do?
A, We have to go back, sir, to 1933,
0 Well, without going back --

MR. ROBINSON: Let him .answer the question.

Tﬂﬁ WITHESS: You are asking me a question. I would
like —~- .

MR. PESTARINO:  Excuse me --~

MR. ROBINSON: Excuse me,

MR. PESTARINO: Without going back to 1933, suppose
you take it in the last 10 years.

THE WITNESS: Mm-hmm.

e (By Mr. Pestarino) What did Malek, General Malek Ismail

do for the Assyrian people? A He was a retired gentle-
man. |
e Did he.do anything for the paopla? A I am not awar

of that, sir, no.

0 How about in the last 20 years, what did he do?

A The last time he did was 1933.

Q That was the last time he did anything for the Assyrian
people? A 'That's’right.

0 Did he help the Patriarch with the Assyrian peopie?

A Certainly, in 193}.

o What was the nature of his help? What did it consist

e
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Defendant's -~ A Right.

Q ~- exhibit. And I think at that time, if I remember
correctly, I am trying to find my notes, you indicated that
you went back to the service station on MacArthur Boulevard
on two occasions only? A Yes, sir.

e And that those cancelled chacké show the occasions on
which you appeared there? A Yes, sir.

Q How, would you tell us again why you went there?

A Okay. I was going on my way to San FPrancisco, and I
dropped by to cash a check. And I saw Ron down there and he
cashed me a check of $20, and I purchased some gas, tco. |
G And you purchased some gas, toé. Then you went back
another time? A, And I went, the second time was May
the 9th. And I purchased gas for $7.60. |

Q Now, tell me, when did you first naet Mr. Myers?

A Mr. Myers, I met him on December the 95th, '69.

43 Decembaer the 9th, 1%69. How do you ~~

MR. ROBINSON: BExcuse me, it appears ~- is the
witness reaﬁingAfrom somafhing? If he is I would like to
sea what he is refreshing his memory from.

THE WITNESS: Well, this is the wages of Ron Myers,
the cancelled checks ﬁhat I have. I made them from cancelled
cheuks .

THE COURT: You may proceed.

) (By Mr. Pestarino) Well, you are reading from what?

A, Well, I wrote the cancelled checks on a piece of paper,




