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1o (By Mr. Pestarino) You thought your husband was

’r

asked about any conversation?

MR. ROBINBON: Yeah, I think we have to lay a
further foundation.

THE COURT: I don't have the preliminary.

MR. PESTARINO: There was no gquestions asked her if
she heard the words, "Emama, Emama."” The guestions weré
just as I read them. »

MR. ROBINSON: Perhaps, can I take a brief look at
that since that ended up without having a preliminary hearing?
We had to go to the Grand Jury. All I have is the Grand
Jury transcribt.

MR. PESTARINO: It is still under oath.

Q (By Mr., Pestarino) You were sworn under oath at that
time? A I don't know what you want to ask me.

THE COURT: There is nothing at the moment. If
you will just wait a moment.

Q (By Mr. Pestarino) Well, let me ask you this, and change
the subject -- .

MR; ROBINSON: Could we have ~-

MR. PESTARINO: I will withdraw it for the moment.

DPon't get excited.

having a heart attack when he sdreamed?
A I don't know exactly.
Q Well, at the preliminary hearing you testified that he

was, you thought he had a heart attack?
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A I don't know exactly. I don't know what came to my
mind.

0 All right. Let me change the subject for a moment.
Your husband, in effect, was eguivalent to the Pope as far as
the Assyrian people are concerned? = A Mm-~hmm .

Q Isn't that right? A Yés.

Q And as a boy, 12 or 13 years of age, he was elected Pope

for the Assyrian people, wasn't he? A Would you please

use the term of Patriarch.

Q All right. Patriarch, pardon me. I am trying to --
all right. Patriarch. He was elected Patriarch when he
was 12 or 13 years of age, wasn't he? B, - Yes.

Q And his family had been traditionally elected to the
same'positibn for many, many years? A Yes.

Q Haven't they? A Yes.,

0 And so as a boy he was educated, was he not, in England?
A Yes. ;

Q And he was educated just for.%his position, wasn't he,
by the Assyrian people? A I really don't know the

background of his education.

0 You don't? A I'm not sure.

0 Well, anyway, you knew him to be an educated man?
A OCh, yes.

0 You are an educated woman? A Yes.

e

Most Assyrian people are uneducated, isn't that right?

Generally speaking? A I can't answer that because I
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nation? Do you know that? A Promised by whom?
|2 By the British government. A . To have a land?

Q Yeah. A That is true, yes.

Q Yes. That is true, isn't it? A Yes.

don't know.

o You don't know? A I don't know if you are talkingj
generally speaking, because in this generation most of then,
no, they are educated. Most of them are university graduates

and high school, at least.

0 Nowadays in the United States? A, Pardon me?

Q In the United States? A No, back in Middle Past.
Q Middle East, too? A Yes.

Q Anyway, for many years your husband, the Patriarch, as

history goes back was involved in politics, was he? Pardon
me for yelliné. I want you to hear ne.

Yes, because I can't hear you.

All right. Fine. Was involved in politics, wasn't he?
When?

Well, after World War I, in the 1930's?

"o SR <~ A

I can't answer that question because I can't answer
something when I am not sure exactly what it is. So this
question I don't know exactly. g .

o Okay. wWell, after Wbrid War I the Assyrian people were

promised a lot of land, or some land, weren't they, as a

Qo And that promise for one reason or another was never

kept? A That is true.
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| Assyrian people and tortured them? A I wasn't born at
that time.
Q Well, you know from history? A I can't answer
that.
Q I am aufe you weren't born at that time. You are too

0 And didn't your husgand go to the Leaque of Nations?
8 Yes. ;

Q And he appeared there and he wanted his land for his
people? A That is true.

v} And then in 1932 there was a revolution, wasn't there,

or a revolt where the Moslem people killed many of the

young. A Yes, but still I can't say something where
I am not exactly sure of it. |

0  But you know of it from history, don't YOu?

A Well, I have to read it right now so that I will tell
you.

Q Okay. So you don't know if that is true or not? Any-
way, do you know that your husbénd for many years suffered

a greét deal, went out in the desert and lived with his people
during the course of a revolutionary period in the 1930's?
A Yes, he has suffered a lot.

Q Huh? A I know he has suffered a lot.

Q And all of this time he was great friends with General
Ismail, wasn't he? Your husband and David's father were
very'close friends, weren't they, over the years?

A I really don't know whether they are friends but I think




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

167

my husband loved him verf much.
0 Yeah. A He was always talking that he is honest
and very good man.

MR. ROBINSON: This is who?

THE WITNESS: His father. I know what he told, but
I don't know prior to that because I wasn't with him. I
don't know.
Q (By Mr. Pegtarino) Well, ybu‘heard him talk and you
heard other people talk, and you know by reputation that

David's father and your husband were good friends?

A Yes.
0 David's father was about 10 years older than your
husband, wasn't he? A I really don't know.

0 You don't know? A I don't know his agse.
1} You knew him back in 1969, didn't you?
A His father?
Q Yes. R Oh, ves.
Q Sure. You seen him many times? A Oh, he is
very good man, yes.
Q And you knew that, that he is older than your husband
who when he passed away was 68 years of age, wasn't he?
A I think he is older, but I, again, I'm not exactly
telling you, 10 years, 9 years.

THE COURT: ©No, I think you misunderstood the
question. Your husband's age when he passed away.

THE WITNESS: 66.
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‘'  How many? A I think, I'm not sure, I think four

THE COURT: 66.
Q (By Mr. Pestarino) 667 A Yes.
0 And you heard your husband talk very nicely, very
fondly, very affectionately toward General Ismail, hadn't youy
A I have heard him telling me that he is honest, he is

good man, I love him, he is very religicus man.

Q Very:religious man? A That is what I heard him say
Q You were born in 1942? A 2, yes.
Q You had lived in the same general area as the Ismails

in Canada, didn't you? You lived close together in the same
neighborhood? A No.
0 No? A No, we were living in Hamilton. They are

living in London,'Ontario, which is four hours &riving.

hourg. He knows much better.: - I don't know,

Q S0 you and your family would visit the Ismails, and the
Ismails and their family would visit you occasionally?

A Once a year or twice. Oncé a year, maybe, on ocpasions.
o And did Mr. Ismail, the General, David's father, always
visit with you? A He visited my family once. I wasn't
home . But they teold me that he has been there visiting. And
my father visited him.

0 The General was a very religious man, wasn't he?

A~ That is what I heard from my father or my husband. |
1Q And as part of the religion, the Assyrian people fast a

certain period of time at Christmas and Eastertime, like
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4

Catholic people do? A Yes, fast.
Q Fast. They don't eat meat during that period of time?
A Yes. Not all of them now, some of them.
41 And do you know anything about David's background, where
he was born? A I don't know where he was born.
o} You don't know where he was born? A No.
0 Did you see him'most of the time with his father? Was
he always with his father?

MR. ROBINSON: I am going to object to that question
It is compound, "most of the time, always,” can't be answered
yes or no. |

MR. PESTARINO: Yeah.

Q (By Mr. Pestarino) Have you seen David in the company
of his father? A I haven't seen him, no.

0 You have not seen David in the company of his father?
A No.

Q You spoke to David on a number of occasions, did you
not? A Yes. g

Q Did he always speak about his father?

A I haven't heaxrd him to me speaking about his father, no.
Q Did you speak to his brothers about David's relationship
with his father? A No, not at all.

Q Not at all? A No.

Q So you don't know anything about David's relationship
with his father? A All what I know, he is his son.

Q That is all? A Yes.
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A Pardon me?

0  Did you ever meet his mother, David's mother?

A No.

Q Never met her? A No. I never met her., They are

in Syria.\ They were in Syria and we were in Irxaq. So I
never visited Syria. I never met the family there.

v} S0 really you don't know anything too much about the
background, do you, of David, his father, in relation to what
your husband 4id? A I know his father very well, and

I know my father has been talking very seriocus, very honestly,
and very; like he i8 a very good man, very religious man. He
is always, you know, always having good opinion about his
féther. This is what I have heard from my father, from
anybody, that he is very religious. '

@&  And you have heard, also, that David's father did a lot
to unite the Asgyrian people? Have you heard that?

A To unit how?

Q To unite them in culture, réiigioua bounds, political
bounds? A What do you mean "religious"?

Q Well, religion, that he supported your husband, the
Patriarch, in many, many ways? A I really can't teli
you because I don't know.

Q You don't know that? A No.

Q Fine. Okay. It is not unusual for Assyrians to geﬁ
together and discuss politics, is it? A It is not

unusual?




